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* Gathet up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost.”-—John Vi. 12. 
“Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.” —Danl. xi. 4 
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THE VIRGINIA BAPTIST ed with the situation ef his neigehs — 

CHRONICLE. bours, and hearing ‘hat there were 


eonap. Il.—sre. III. 
The farcgress of the Sefrarate 
Bahtists, 

It appears from the best infor- 
mation we can obtain, that Elder 
Samuel Harris, soon after his bap- 
tism, made several preaching jo@t 
heys incompany with Elder Date 
ie] Marshall, in which they preach- 
ed the gospel in most of the coun’ 
tics south of James River, from 
Richmond as high up as the Blue 
Ridge. The two Murpheys, Jo- 
seph and William, and James 
Read, who lived in Granville, N. 
Carolina, were fellow labourers 
with them in these preaching 
tours, so that by these means much 
good seed was sown, and a way 
was opened for the increase of Im- 
manuel’s kingdom. 

We have, already, in our last 
section mentioned the baptism ef 
Mr, Allen Wyley, of Culpepper. 
He and his friends failing to ob- 
tain the labours of Elder Thomas, 
as they desired, and Mr. Wyiey 
fecling his mind serieusly weight- 


certain Baptist preach#rs about 
Dan River who preached the same 
doctrines. He-set forward on.a 


journey to find them out ; the hang 


of providence guided him to one 
of Mr. Harris’ meetings; Werviey 
sec med to feed on the truths of the. 
Gospel with delight and avidity; 
so that Mr. Harris was soon satise, 
fied, that he wa: a person who 
was acquainted with the power of 
sreligion, and after worship was 
over, thus @ecosted him, “ Sir if 
my mind don’t deceive me. vou 
have come here on some imnoertrnt 
errand?” “ Sir IT am seekinee 


preacher of the “Sospel, and since 


I have found vou, you must be the 
man :*” Harris did not hesitate, 
but agreed to go with him beey. 
ing that the matter ‘was of the 
Lord. After the necessary prepa. 
rations, they set out on their jour 
hey, having ae. appeintments af 
the way; but singing, praying and 
exhorting ot everw house: where 
they had admittance. 


Arriving in Culpepper, his first 
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meeting was at VWviev's own 
house. He preached the first day 
without interrupuon, and a ipporat- 
od for the next. Fle the Hert day 
began to preach, but the opposers 
soon raised great © Nposition, up- 
pearing with whips and clubs, so 
as to hinder his labors ; in conse- 
quence of whih, he went that 
night over to Orange county and 
preached with much effect. He 
continued many days preac hing 
from place to place, attended *. 
great crowds. and follow ed thro’- 
out his meetings by several per- 
sons, who had been either lately 
converted, or seriously awakened, 
under the preachine of the Reen 
dar Rahtists ; and also by many 
who were alarmed by his ewn fa. 
bours. When Mr. Harris left 
them. he exhorted them to be sted- 
fast, and advised somein whom hc 
discovered talents, to commence 
the excrcise of their gifts, and 
held meetings amon x themseives. 
In this ministerial journey Mr. 
Harris sowed many good seeds, 
VielGine afterwards an abundant 
imcrease ; this was inthe vear 1765. 
ihe young converts took his ad- 
| to hold meetings 
every Sabbath, and almost every 
ight in t After pro- 
ceeding in - wav for a emer age 
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> \der Thomas. to core and seasc h 
nem, amc teach them the 
wars of God more perfectly ; he 
coy but im preaching ex- 
: sapprobation of the 
preaching of $u sk weak illiterate 
persons. This was like throwing 
cold water upon their flaming 
zeal; they took umbrage, and re- 
ywived to send for Mr Harris once 
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house of Mr. Harris, in order to 
procuve his services in Orange; 
and the adjacent parts to preach, 
aud to baptize the new converts. 
They found to their surprise, that 
he had not been ordained to the 
admiuistralion of the ordinances. 
‘Do remedy this inconvenience, he 
carried them about 60 miles into 
N. Carolina to get James Read, 
who had been ordained. ‘There is 
something singular in the exercis- 
es of Mr. Read about this time.— 
Ife was impressed with an opinion 
that he had frequent teachings 
from God; and indeed, from the 
account given by himself, we must 
either doubt his veracity, or admit 
that his impressions were super- 
natural. He declares that res- 
pecting his preaching in Virginia; 
for many weeks he had no rest in 
his spirit ; awake or asleep he felt 
his soul earnestly impressed with: 
strong desires to come to Virgi- 
nia to preach the Gospel. 

In his dreams he thought that 
God would often shew him large 
congregations of Virginians as- 
sembled to hear preaching. He 
vas sornetimes heard by his fami- 


ly to cry out in his sleep, “ O Vir- 


ginia! Virginia! Virginia ! 


Nr. Graves, a member of his 
church, a good man, discovered 
his anxiety; and believing his im- 
pressions to be from God, offered 
to accompany him: but just as 
they were fixing to come off, Mr, 
Harris, and the three messengers 
mentioned above, came for him to 
go with them. ‘The circumstan- 
ces so much resemble Pcter’s call 
from Joppa, to Cacsaria, that we 
can hardly for a moment hesitate, 
in placing implicit confidence, in 
iis being a contrivance of divine 
wisdom. Mr, Read agreed to go 
without hes.tation, 
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* Sce Semple’s Hist. page 9. 
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One of the Messengers from 
Spotsylvania went on to appoint 
meetings on the way. The two 
preachers after filling up some 
appointments in their own parts, 
pursued their contemplated jour- 
ney, accompanied by Mr. Graves 
and the other two. In about a 
fortnight they arrived in Orange 
within the bounds of Blue Run 
Church as it now stands. When 
they came in sight, and sawa ver: 
larre congregation, they were 
greatly affected. After a few mi- 
nutes of praver and reflection, they 
recovered their courage, and en- 
tered upon their ¢reat work.— 
They preached with great cffect 
that day : the next day they preach- 
ed at Elijah Craig’s, where a great 
crowd attended. Thev continued 
their :ninis‘rations; Mr. Read bap- 
tized 19 the first day and some 
more on the days following ; they 
were so much inspirited by these 
meetings that they made appoint- 
@ments to return again the next 
year. In their second visit they 
were accompanied by Elder Dut- 
ton Lane, who assisted them in 
constituting the first Seharate 
Baptist Church, between Rappa- 
hannoc and James River. This 
Btook place on the 20th of Novem- 
ber, 1767: The church was called 
ufther Spotsylvania and consisted 
of twenty-five members, including 
all the sefarate Bafitists north of 
James River; this Church was a 
mother to many churches. 

Their preaching was indeed, 
not with enticing words of man’s 


| isdom, but in demonstration of 


the spirit and of power. They 
continued these ministerial visits 
“very year, for about three yeurs : 
Bthese ministerial tours, would take 
Up several weeks, in which they 
commonly baptized above 200 
Dersons ; and at one particular 
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time they baptized 75 in one day, 
They did not confine their preach- 
ing to one neighbourhood nor 
county, but extended their labors 
thro’ the counties of Ctlpepper, 
Oranece, Louisa, Caroline, Hano- 
ver. Goochland, Albemarle, and 
over the Blue Ridge into Shenan- 
doah. The fruits of these labours 
were indeed, abundant. New 
churches were planted and organ- 
t-ed; a host of new labourers were 
set apart and sent forth to labour 
in God’s harvest, namely, Lewis 
and Elijah Craig, John Waller, 
James Childs, David Thompson, 
John Burrus. Reuben Ford, Wil- 
liam Webber, Joseph Anthony, 
and many others whose names will 
be held in everlasting remem- 
brance. These young prophets, 
it would seem, had drunk deeply 
into spirit and ardor of them fa- 
thers in the gospel: no impedt- 
ments could check their glowing 
ardor; no difficulties could damp 
their haming zeal ; mocks, scoffs, 
threats, mobs, buffetings, sheriffs, 
courts, and dungeons, spent their 
combinéd force in vain. ‘Fhe good 
work still went on, and in a short 
time penetrated all the lower coun- 
ties in Virginia. 

The labourers in that part of 
Virginia which lies south of James 
River, in these times were not 
idle. The celestial fire would in 
some places advance regularly and 
gradually ; but in others, it would 
be as it were a spark struck out, 
it would fly off, and kindle a new 
flame at a distance. The first la- 
bourers in this part of the vineyard 
were Hlarris, Read, Lane and the 
two Murpheys; Jeremiah Walker, 
moved from N. Carolina, and took 
the pastoral care of Nottoway 
Church, then in Amelia county ¢ 
this was a mether church in these 
party. About this time, it was the 
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good pleasure of the Lord of the 
Harvest, to call, qualify and send 
forth a goodly number of as active, 
zealous and eminently useful mi 
nisters, as any section of Virginia 
was ever blessed with; we shall 
mention the names oft 
them as our limited 
Will admit, viz. John 
Ehjah Baker, John James 
Shelburne. Tlenrv “ester. David 
Ellington, John Weatherford. Da- 
vid Tinsley, Eleazer Clay, John 
Dupuy, Reunne Chastain, in the 
lower counties of this district. and 
Robert S Tal- 
bott, in the uppercounties. Ren- 
ben Pickett who was raised in 
rae >county, about this ime, 
ttled ip Halifa x. All these, with 
some others, uniting their 
with the older pre 
strumenta! in 
umphs of the cross, and extencing 


the conquests of their divine Re- 
deemer 1 


as many of 
inbormiation 
Williams, 
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spreading 
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hich were planted in 
a rinia associated with the sepa- 
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Rantist Association in North 


‘arolina. untiilthe year 1770 In 
this year they obtained permission 
to ic rm themseives into en asso 


ciation. Accordingly 
hake delegates at Cra 
house, Orange county, on Satur 
day May 11, !771, and having or 
ranized themselves in order, pro- 
ceeded to transact the 
an association. This was the se- 
cond baptist association which was 
organized in Vireinia; 
tained 14 churehcs and probably 
about 20 preachers, and -1500 


members. trom this p riod they 


they met by 
’s meeting- 


: business of 


and con- 


continued to hold repularly their 
associations, sometimes on. the 
north and sometim:: the south 
of James Kiver; and netwith- 


standing the inveterate malice of 


= ow 


a wis 
their enemies and the rage o? 
persecution, continued to in. 
crease in a wonderful manner. no 
to be accounted for as merely the 
effects of natural causes, but as 
the effect of a divine agent, acting 
thro’ human organs. 

We have seen above, that the 
first Baptist Church on 
the north of James Rivet was con. 
stituted in oer | ihe 
formed in 1769; at 
there 0} 
four 


seherat 


SC ond 
that period. 


VW%e 


were pre 


he 


yvablv not more tha 
In 177} 


gear at le. 
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ps rs there were 27 cl 


the south, and 2033 

ind 24 churches on the north side 
of James Kiy with 1921 mem. 
bers, maki ire a total of 51 church- 
esand 2954 members. In Augus i 


| ae he | 
776, at ary association holden 2 
r _., 4 4° ‘ 
Phompson’s meeting -house, 


ters were 






Louisa county, let recel 


ed from 7% churches, and wh: 
we consider the lareest extent 
territory in « hich these church 
were situated, and the great , 


tance which a number of their 
legates had to travel to the assogi 
we cannot be thought tq 
exaggerate when we conclude, tha 
there must have been at least 9 
churches of the separate Baptist” 
in Virginia at that period, ang 
(from the best caiculations we ar 

able to make at this time,) mus 
have contained at least 6000 men 
bers including at least 40 preac! 
crs. 

We shall now conclude 
chapter by taking in the sum tot 
of the diflerent orders of the Vv 
ginia Baptists according to the be: 
accounts as they stood in the ye 
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YIU TAS — Leg te. PsiSts adopted DY the apostic. At 15 2.80 
yo! the Ketcocton Association, 20 applied to such as coniess their 
: ches, 15 preacl and 1400 transeressiens, but have obtained 
members. he Separate Bapusts, salvation through Jesus Christ.—- 
churches, 40 ] hers, and 0} these, some are triumplipg in 
600 members. Sum total, [07 heaven, Rev. xvi. 24. others are 
churches, 65 preachers, and 7°00 piigrims and strangers Ch eart 
members.“ this is the Lord’s Ps. xvi. 3.—Heb. vi. 10. Saints 
(] ind it is marvelous in our are made sucna by the precestina- 
eyes.” tion of the Father, by the b!ood of 


( To be continued. ) 

Ri FLECTIONS ie 

SLANS il. 

1.038 than the least oy “all Saints. 
Lhe difference between the 
principles of the world and those 
Which ihe gespel ef Jesus Christ 
CHiows eha Chcourapges, is not Iin- 
c:dontal. but marked and decisive. 
‘Live worid can tolerat 


EPHIL- 


a traudtul 
igneper, but Christianity can ad- 
only an unbending integrity. 
Lhe world values its friends in 
proportion as they cherish a sen- 
ancent of factidious honour, but 
the gospel sneeurages forgiveness, 
meekness, and love. ‘The world 
deli¢hts in contention and con- 
iiict, the Cisciple of evangelic truth 

eks the things that make for 
peace. Ambition is the favourite 
passion of the men of this Hie ; 
humility the desire and the glory 
of the follower of € hrist Jesus.— 
In tl.e apostle of the gentiles this 
latter idea is most amiably exem- 
plified. He pronounces himself 
** Jess than the least of all saints.” 

A real Christian is a saint—a 
sanctified person. How much so- 
ever the name may by the chil- 

dren of vice be derided, the cha- 
racter is of the firs st importance ¢.— 
The term ¢ saint,’ in the Divine 
Writings, is used in relation to 
those who have never transeress 
‘2 the commandments of Heaven. 
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the Son, and by the sacred influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit. It is 
their’s solemnly to dedicate them- 
sclvesto the Lord to cultivate holy 
tempers, to prefess their attach- 
ment to the cause of the Redeem- 
er, and to maintain, in the midst 
of a perverse generation, an un- 
blameable life. 

The apostic, in the passage 
which we have selected, intimates 
that different degrees of excellence 
are found in the Christian charac- 
ter It is admitted that the reali- 
ty, and not the = sure of Pp lety, 
constitutes the real Christian; yet 
there are some | ae “« less” 
than others ‘The spiritual 
exhibits the babe and the father, 
the blade and the full corn ; such 
as are filled with mno wien and 
such as are dull of hearing. Itis 
admitted that there may exist a 
real proficiency in the path to hea- 
ven, where the subject may scarce- 
ly perceive it. ‘Vhe heart is not 
the worse, but in the way to be 
made better, where its Innumera- 
ble evils are discovered. Sull it 
becomes the Christian, most seri- 

usly to inquire, W bether, as a pu- 
pil at the foot of heavenly truth, he 
be really advancing in hele intor 
mation; whether, as a sun, he wand 
pursuing his heavenly way—0o3 
whether he be standing still, om 
going backward, 

A saint is frequently leg t egy 
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2 ‘ Reflections on Ephesians tit. 6. 
clude hhinself * the least’ of his than that in our version. It mos 


brethren, when he compares the 
lives of others with the exercises 
of ‘is own hedrt. it was, proba- 
div. while thus engaged, that Agur 
exciaimed, * Surely [ am more 
brutis: chan any man, and have 
not {he understanding of a man.— 
I seither learned wisdom, nor 
have the knowledge of the holy.” 
It should, nevertheless, be recoi- 
lected, that such comparisons pro- 
ceed on an incorrect principle. A 
fair contrast would require that 


lives be compared with lives, and 
hearts with hearts. The life of 


no man is equal to the sense a good 
man possesses of his inward cor- 
ruptions. 

Nothing tends to inspire in the 
renewed mind 
its own meanness and unworthi- 
ness, more than the immediate 
displays, er a grateful remem- 


brance, of the power and grace of 


Jehovah. The experiences of Job, 
of Josiak, and of Peter, confirm 
this truth. Ur Adam Clarke, in 
his commentary -_ our passage, 
well observes, ** As the design of 
the apostle was to magnify the 
grace of Christ, he uses every pre- 
caution to prevent the eyes of the 
people from being turned to any 
thing save Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified ; and although oblized to 
speak of himself, as the particular 
instrument to bring the gentile 
world to the knowledve of the 
truth, yet he does it in such a man- 
ner as to show, that the excellen- 
cy ofthe po-ver was of God, and 
not of himself.” 

« To lay himself as low as pos- 
sible, consistently with his being 
of the nuirber of divinely inspired 
rgen, he calls himself less than the 


eust, vv strangely forming a new 
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word, of which. it would be tn 
‘ainto attempta better translation 


a consciousness of 


inarks the unparalicled 
and the 


strongly 
humility of the apostle, 
amazing grace of God.”’ 

It has often been observed, that, 
with the grace of humiulity, hea- 
then philosophers were so little 
acquainted, that they have nota 
word by which to express the idea. 
}iume, who speaks much of & self 
valuation,’ represents it as vitious 
and contemptible. But what of 
self valuauon has a creature to 
boast, who was yesterday formed 
from the dust, and who to-morrow 
shall die; whose life is habitually 
dependent on his Creator, and on 
those around jim; whose igno- 
rance of the heavens, the carth, 
and the sea, 1s notorious ; and who 
1S per petually subject to discase 
and miserv, in ten thousand forms ? 
Of what’ has a sinner to boast, 
whose heart is deceitful, whose 
crimes are accumulated, whose de- 
sert is everlasting perdition ! 

An humble temper, recom- 
mended by the Saviour, was so 
cherished by the apostle of the 
rentiles, that he could feel no em- 
Larrassmentin urging it on others. 
Hence his language to the Ro- 
nians, (xii. 10.) * Be kindly af- 
fectioned one to another, with bro- 
tnerly love, in honour preferring 
one another.” 
he addresses the church at Philip- 
pi, (Phil. H. 3. 
mind let each estecin others bet- 
ter than themselves.’ It is evi- 
dent that Paul realized, in a high 
deerce, what every Christian in 
his measure feels, that once he 
was alienated trom God, ard a- 
verse to his salvation; that the 
change effected in- the regenera - 
tion of the heart, is not according 
works of man, but accord- 
mercy of the Lord, and 
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yer to the 
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that the best rcturns the Redeem- 


In a similar strain — 
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er receives for all his loving-kind- 
pess, are poor and inadequate. 

In the sicht of Goc, whose es- 
timates cag, nev: r = ba Baw a 
meek and humble = great 
nrice. It infuses fervour into 
prayer, and sayourincss into con- 
versation. On the humble and 
contrite, the Lord looks down with 
complacency from his throne of 
light; he declares them blessed, 
and gives them more grace. Soft 
and serene as the unrufiied stream, 
the current of their thoughts and 
affections move Reconciled to 
the afflictions of this present state, 
under the most painful privations 
they are heard saying, “ What! 
shall we receive good at the hand 
ef the Lord, and shall we not re- 
ceive evil?’’ Already surrounded 
with that mild effulgence which 
characterized their forerunner, 
they are hastening to the seat of 
universal humility, where 
“* All the Heavenly hosts are seen’ 

In shining ranks they move, 

And drink immortal vigour in, 

With wonder and with love.” 

DENIAL OF SELF. 

Self-denial was frequently in- 
quicated by the Saviour, when on 
the earth, by expressing its impor- 
tance indirectly expl: aining its ne- 
cessity. The doctrines of the 
apostles, in reference to the same 
principle, accord with the pre- 
cepts of Christ. Indeed, so in- 
dissolubly connected is self-denial 
with true discipleship, that ‘ if 
any man will come after me,” says 
the Saviour, “ let him deny him- 
self.” ‘Fhis precept, although 
containing but few words, com- 
prehends almost an incalculable 
extent of human obligation—as a 
survey of revolving circumstances 
sufficiently demonstrates. If we 

take into view the commencement 


ws 


of crime on earth, self appea’ 
both in commission of sin, an‘ 
in a desire to excuse it hile, 59 
undisturbed 
mankind, by nature, that it 
safely athrined— 
Self-love, the spring 
the soul. — . 
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Reason’s comparing balance ru 


whole. 

While the path of ambition pre- 
sents to the view of its pursuer, 
the prospect of self-ag¢rat ndizes 
ment ; and worldly honour flatters 
its votary with sounds congenial! 
to self-esteem ; it may assume the 
name of merit, or propose to view 
the demands of patriotic 1 right a3 
claims of just citizen ship : some- 
times prompting the necessary 
chastisement of insults received, 
er referring to grievances which 
require forcible redress. By this 
means, self-consequence leads its 
victims to the murderous scene, 
acted on the duel ground, or to 
the more destructive ravages oj 
direful Satia ating the 
greedy appetite with blood. 

Neither will revealed trath re 
mit us to su ppose that self-denia 
is duty alone to men Pp ropell ed by 
self-consequence and t 
actions; for 
claims attention 
from such as are, 
asia 
Saviour. 
terious. 
possibly 


war—thus 


us 


ambition 5 


the coctrine 
and obedience 
or wish to be 
apres of 
nothing mys- 
Tr he ahvs 


} 
yvioient 
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Ccisci 


the 
is 
when we 
motives 
aggrandizement, and personal } 
portance may be connected with 
professions of piety. M any of old 
followed C hrist, becaus 
of the loaves and the fishes. 
like Ananias and Sapphira, 
tributed to the sup oak of his caus 
trom no other principle than love 
of self. A oa to 
alm in re] 
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rer than those already described, 
self-denial is equahy a duty — 
Christians, while in a state of pro- 
bation, possess passions, and pro- 
pensiuies like mep ina state ol un- 
Yr vencracy—ot which self would 
feien have the government How 
Hature2i to man is the love of ease. 
and a participation ol misnamed 
en ove ent pro ured by indolence. 
Seii Wii brine forware many areu- 
ments to dissuade the Christian 
from activity in the service of God 
—ii wili notice the better quahh- 
cations of others to discharge du- 
ty, and depict many feariul conse- 
quences attendant Ol fulfadlis 

demands ci truth, with unreserved 
faitlifuiness ; Im that, by sucha 
precess,regligent proicssois woulc 
cundenin beth the practice and 
the motives; while the solitary cx- 
ertions of one mdividual would be 
¥ efi ciuai to siop a curret.) of cor- 


~~ 


PuUPuonNn, establishec Ds CUSt.on 
opinion. furthermore, self may 
suggest that much has alreauy 
been perfornied by its p SSCSsOr 
incced, so much that relaxation is 
absciulely necessary ; | 
ty, In Guestion, which ought to be 
discharged by some Ue, justly 
fails to the share of persons hither 
t. cumpara'ivey inacive. And 
ii the argunsents of self fail in ac- 
complishing this design, there yet 
remains a favourlle proposilicn— 
walt unt! a more convenient op 
po. us ; the present is really 


Alas picious Limie., COr nb 1th ney 


sonal! inconvenlel eS wWiln | \ 


ditheu.ties, which futur.ty may re- 
move. itis to be feared that ma- 
ny. from these arguments oO} sell, 
heve declined pertoiming hat 
appeared to be duty, while others, 
fiom the same cause, have post- 
po.ed the execuuon of des'yned 
good, until lor ever oo j.te.— 


oi a | , 
Lihese cousiderauious add force to 


the exhortation, ** Deny inyseit” 
In pursuing our subjcct a Lite 
further, we perceive it is not con- 
fined by date and present circum- 
stances, por overthrown by ene 2 OK - 
feat. Self will be satisfied, when 
it cannot deter from pursuing the 
path of obedience, by auending the 
actively enraged, in order to as- 
cribe any success accompanying 
zealous eliort, to the oo WOokty 
exertions of the faithiul Att 
time the argunicnts form: erly 
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cases of temptation like this. it 
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has been Cone, 1n ¢ Ol pa rison with 
Whatought to have been periorm- 
eg—net tor: rectling the lanruae 


ol the Redeemer. “ Deny thyscli.” 
Another of the dictates of self 


~ 
> | 
is co#torinily to the world. The 
world ! that spot from which an 


emigraucn has NECeSS: arey been 
made, by professiney attachment 
to Ilim whose kang m Te is hot of 
this world. Self, by the aid of at- 
tendant sense, recounts the conve- 
Lilt hee, not omilung the pro ilessed 
Innecence, of many maxims, plea- 
surcs, and possesstons to be en- 
Jos ed in the world. 
** Stop, says the world, and taste a while, 
* My ever pleasing sweet.” 
But in opposiuon to the united 
Suggestions of the world and self, 
Divine prohibition sounds ap 
alarm, ** Deny thyself.” There is 
no doubt, however, that sell, by 
way of accommodation, has ofien 
flattered its deluded subjects, by 
exchanging werldly fopperies for 
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lLence it vemains iNnportar H 
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Phat Watehtuioess be exercised 
ver this adversary, and wien 
retected, to j reld obedrence to 
| tt ae . x 
injunction, ** Deuy  thy- 
aa.$ 39 ’ " 
HUsle 


ry. i ‘wreean T7 ” 
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The Roanoke bintist asso 


clatt mm met agreeably » ADD 
wointinent at hice’s meeting 
louse, Pittsylvania county, Va. 
mm O}) Saturday Muay Oth, and 


PCi-®eod their sessionon Monday 


Prouittude, christian modeva- 





by Very humerous and uncom 


ry 
The Word preached Ay? 


peal 
to be mh Che de dons ical 


‘s 





ie 12th The business oj this 
association was conducted with 


tin in the fear of God, and tn 
Mec: Brotherly affection. Lhe 
Preaching of the word during 
p tiese three days was attended 


Moaly allenative audiences — 
red 
loth © 


the spirit and power; and, to 
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vieihle nopearance Was HMX 
edwWithiailiain them who heard 
it; old Christians appeared to 
be much refreshed and antmat- 
ed, their harps which had been 
for a jong time suspended on 


(le willows were taken. dewn, 
° » > 4 ; i F 
and tuned afresh. Diualtitudes 
of enquiring minds with tear- 


fal eves, seemed eagerly to 
hang on the lips of the preac’t 
ers, and to drink in tic puie 
doctrines of the cross with avi- 
ditvy ; the sofemn enquiry of 
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peared to arrest the hearts oc: 
> , . . ko ak. . a » ga 
fue attentive miuitilLude 5 these 


biicht clouds of mercy Which 


a 


appearcd to hover over us, we 
hope indicates a caplous sow. 
erp of tie beaventy tnilucnscy 
aid COMSC UM nthy a Peuatiu! tlaie 


vest of precious souls —O that 


Gea hay realize oul HODE:! 3 
the Lord reigneth, let the 


Phe next meeting of this 
Association is to be hoiden at 
the Miullstune meeting house, 
idalifax County, Va. to begin 
on the Saturday before the se- 
cond Sabbath in next October. 

The Strawbcrry Baptist As- 
sociation convened at Snow- 
creck Chapel. Franklin coune 
ty, Va. on Saturday May 24, 
and closed their session on 
Monday 96. “The business 
fhab ame under the CONUS TOC rae 
tion ot this body Was attended 
Co, Wath en vif oraer promptt- 
Luue, Chrisuan iorvearance,and 
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brotherly love ; their uext meet- 
ag isto be held on Dillicud 
Creek in Bedford county, to 
commence on the Saturday be- 
fore the lirst Lord’s day in next 
October. ‘Phere has been for 
unvards ef a vear past. some 
refreshing revivals of religion 
amongst the churches which 
compose this association, in 
some ef which the work ap 
pears to have measurably sub- 
sided, in some, ta be still pro- 
gressing, and in others to be 
just begianing ; the number re- 
turned by all the churches as 
vapized since last October, is 
200. We believe the whole 
number bapiuzed since the be- 
ginning of the revivals to be 
about 400.—-Bethel Cherch 
Which ts situated in Franklin 
county, near Blackwater river 
has heen highly favoured of 
the Lord ; the revival in this 
church m.e its first appear- 
onee at @ section meeting in 
last August ; numbers from this 
line became anxious enquirers; 
nor could the coldness nor in- 
clemency of the succeeding 
winter, damp their ardor, nor 
check the progress of the in- 
creasing work ; they have bap. 
tized and received into this 
church 112 members mostly 
youth of both sexes, the greater 
part of whem willingly follow- 
ed their dear Redeemer in lis 
holy ordinance of baptism, and 
were immersed beneath the 
flowing stream in the dead of 
winter, believing tf their hearts 
were warm, ice qud snow could 
(go no harm. 

Jt is also truly pleasing, and 
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refreshing to remark, What, 
roodiy number of pious, actiy, 
useful and highly promisirs 
young gifts have been raise 
up in the several churches 
Which have participated in ti) 
revival; they are active labor. 
crs in this precious harvest, 
and lave been eminently use. 
ful and jastrumental in spread. 
ing the good work.—Go inary 





prosper up, precious Sons o . 
Zion. May God bestow o | 


you a double portion of bis holy 
spirtt,—may he preserve youl 
from the vanities of the world 7 
and deliver you from the snare 
of the Fowler—may you be they 
happy instruments of turning] 
Inany to righteousness 3; ancy 
finally, may you shine as the] 
stars fur ever, and ever. | 








OBITUARY. - 

Extract from the minutes of 7 

the Strawberry Association, 
May, 1823: 

Resolved, that we are im- 
press: d with the painful duty o! 
announcing to our brethren, 
the decease of our venerable 
and much respected brother 7 
John Anthony; who depar« dé] 
this mortal life on Sunday the @ 
6th of September, 1822, in the 3 
76th year of his age.—He em- | 
braced the religion of Jesus 7 
Christ at an early period, and @ 
became a member of the ban- 7 
tist church within a tew years 7 
after cenversion—was called to q 
the ministry of the gospel a- | 
bout the 3ist year of his tite > 7 
from which period (till within a 
short time previous to his de- 
cease, when thro’ infirmity, he: 
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clutic Ss of his oflice ) he conduct. 
ed fiimself as ai faithful, diti- 
sent and useful servant of the 
iord Jesus,as anable minister 
of the new Testament, and as 
aworkman who needed not to 
be ashamed,—l€le laboured un- 
sev A linge ine eatif 
miuady which he bore with 
abpness. fortitude, paticice 
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Methodists in the 
States, in May, 1822: 


Bishops, , 


Local Preachers, about 4,000 
Jiinerant Preachers, 1,106 
Members, 297,622 
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PLAINNESS OF TERMS 


IN PREACHING 
Ye vemember to have heard 


it related of the late excellent 
and learned Job Orion, that on 
one had been 
Imagined, a 
Very plain and intelligible ser- 
mon about the + primitive 
Christians.’”’ After the service 
was ended, one of his congre- 
fation came to him in the ves- 
try, and thanked him tor the 
excellent sermon he had preach 
ed ‘bat pray,’ he, 


OCCASION he 


preach: ne “as he 


said 
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rehing 
a 
re Wham did yi “teal by the 
primitive Chriathans; what 
particniar kind of Christians 
were they nog oe Wii. the Ars 
Christians fo be sure.’’ replied 
the preacher. « Ah,” said the 
countrvinan. «if you had but 
called them the first Christians 
in your sermon, Sir, [ should 
have known at once what you 
meant”? Mar. Orton took the 
good sian’s advice, and adopt- 
ed the terin first Ciristiané 
whenever he atl eccasion to 
refer to them in his future cis- 
courses. Most assuredty, it 
there be one term more inteilt- 
gible than another, that should 
be preierred in addresses and 
writings intended for general 
uselulness. and if preachers 
ould but take the hint, and 
adopt the seif denying practice 
of Mr. Orton—for we are per- 
suaded it does involve a const- 
derable degree of self-denial to 
substitute a plain word for a 
favourite fine one, there would 
be fewer persons, in their res- 
pective congregations, ignerant 
as many of them now are, of 
the leading truths of Christi- 
anity—the first principles of 

the oracles oi God. 

From the Christian Secretary. 
FOR AS HE ‘THINKE?TH 
HEART SO ISHE 

Prov xt. 7. 
There is perhaps no passage 
of holy writ) which been 
more perverted than this; and 
yet perhaps there he one 
more plain and easy to be un- 

derstood 
have made 
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bhe enemies of trath 
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passage to counteract ant 
portant article ta toe creed of 
every Consptent 
that great Care Is Necessary to 
Suish proper 

in oxder, however. to 
Inake it answer Uo purpose 
completely, they aller it taate- 
rially, making it read, or re 
peaiing rt, ** As @ man think- 
eth, so ishe.”” This done. tvey 
come out and adage that Lo is 
of no consequence Wiat a man 
believes, and apport tein as 
sertion ly 
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iO aosu “s beiiel, the Writer 
iF very Gilfevent object in 
VIEW. isis obrect AG DEALS to 
be to guard the mind against 
cecelis «eat not,’ saith he, 


s+ the bread of him that tiath an 
evil neither desire thou 
his dainty meats, for as he 
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bin his heart so is ne 3 
drink, saith he to thee, 
heart is not with thee.’ 
Asif he had said, utious 
wvut vivinge heed to preten- 
sions of friendsaip, but be care 
ful to examine whethee friend- 
slip be the real feeling of the 
heart.) For as it. respects 
may people, 
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charity of the Christians the 
rround of his sincerity 3 lor as 
ainan.thinketh sos he. 

A varict) ofoptnions differ. 
inc from the doctrine of Christ 
are circulated in the world, 
and support thei claims to the 
apprs Hatin moot the Uhristian in 
the same Way. 

Bit there is one class more 
against whose professions of 
friendship if is onr duty and 
titerest to guard. «* Let us 
notcontend,” say they, ** about 
non-essentials ; we are sincere, 
no matter what we believe, 
come let us meet together 1 
some one of the villages in the 
plains of Ono’? Now all pro- 
fessions of friendship are dest- 
rable, if they furaish a true in- 
dex to the heart, but Christi- 
ans should guard against cre- 
dulity. as ** the 
ful above 


reastis decelte 


all tuings;”’ 


we shoud 
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RATIONAL MORALITFY., 

De Luc. speaking of the 
superior efiicacy of positive 
laws, compared with the mere 
precepts of any system of mo- 
‘al philosophy. gives us the 
following narrative. 

«¢ Some time ago T was con- 
versing upon this subject with 
a very celebrated man, (the 
late Sir John Pringle) who had 
been Professor of Moral P/hilo- 
sophy in the University of E- 
dinburg ; he was then advanc- 
ed in years, and had fived 
much in the world, At that 
time I was still rather a friend 
to teaching rational morality, 
thinking it was useful to bring 
men acquainted with their du- 
ty in every possible way. I 
had just read a new work of 
this nature, entitled, «© QO an 
universal moral, or man’s du 
ties ounded upon nature ;** and 
as he had not read it T offered 
to lend it to him. IT cannot 
express the tone in which he 
refused this offer. but Vou will 
have some idea of it. when you 
come to know the motives up 
on which he did it. «* I have 
been,”’ said he, «** for many 
years professor of this pretend- 
ed science ; I have ransacked 
the libraries and my own brain 
to discover the foundations of 
it: but the more I sought to 
persuade and convince my pu- 
pils, the less confidence I began 
to have myself in what I was 
teaching them: so that at 


had been the fi 
stidies. I 
. +; : } +! . 4 > 
continued from that time to exe 
amine every thing that appear- 
el upon the subject, which. as 





el ly 


epeth T gaveup my nrofiscion 
te medicine, which 
rst object of my 


} ' 
have nevertheless 


{ have told you. I could never 
explain or teach so as to pro- 
duce conviction : but at length 
I have given up the point. most 
thoroughly assured, that with- 
out an express divine sanction 
attached to the laws of marali- 
ty. and without positive laws, 
accompanied with determinate 
and urgent motives, men will 
never be convinced that they 
ought to submit to any such 
code, nor agree among them- 
selves concerning it. From 
that time, [ have never read 
any book upon morality but 
the Bible. and IT return to that 
always with fresh delight.” 





SIN, 

Sin isto be overcome. says 
Mr. Fuller, not so much by 
maintaining a direct oppesi- 
tion to if, as by cultivating op- 
posite principles. Would you 
kill the wees in your garden, 
plant it with good seed : if the 
ground be well occupied, there 
will be less need of the labour 
of the hoe. Ifa man wished 
to quench fire, he might fight 
it with his hands, till he was 
burnt todeath ‘The only way 
is, to apply an opposite element. 





BOMBAY. 
Letters from the American 
mission at Bombay state no 
particulars of moment. The 
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missionaries have taken 50 
children under their tuition. — 
An edition of 2500 copies of 
Luke (in the native language) 
was completed at the mission 
press about the ist of May. 





From the Columbian Star. 
Extract o a letier to a cenile- 


man in the Columiran Col 

lege, dated Andover, Feb. 23, 

1825S. 

DEAR BROTHER, 

If you have not already 
heard. FT will tell you news that 
will gladden your heart. Bos- 
ton, where Christians have so 
leng slept, and error triumph 
ed. Beston is witnessing a glo- 
sious display of Divine power 
and grace. About eight weeks 
since, our hearts Were animated 
with hearing that Christians in 
that city were awake, anid sin- 
ners in Zion trembling. Sixty 
anxious souls attended the first 
inguiry meeting. The fast in- 
telligence states, that it las 
spread into all the orthodox 
churches. thatsome of the Uni- 
tariarns are affected, that two 
hundred sometimes attend the 
inquiry Meetings. and that Mr. 
Dwight stated last Thursday 
morning, that the prospect was 
more promising than cver — 
TI hey constantly repeat tie cry, 
‘© brethren, pray for us..’°— 
About the first of January. a 
pious and promising yc uth o} 
the Academy in this town was 
suddenly called into eternity 
This voice of Divine provi 
dence Was vot ip vain— is by 
a simultaneous shock, #'m 
every heart seemed at first ai- 


me 
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fected—deeper solemnity was 
seldom ever witnessed. Thirty 
were previously pious ; of eigh- 
ty others, some rockon thirty, 
others only twenty. that give 
satisfactory evidence of being 
bornagain. Itis now vacation 
with them. Several others in 
this place are hopefully sub- 
jects of the work, 


A few weeks since I had an 
opportunity of visiting West- 
borough, where FT taught school 
last winter. The conference 
meetings that were adopted a 
little before I closed my school, 
were attended with very happy 
results. “Twelve of my scho- 
lars indulge a hopessome of 
them the most engaged Chris- 
tians I ever saw—many others 
very anxious. They reckon 
about eighty. who have a hope. 
Some of the most violent oppo- 
sers are brought in. and the 
mouth of opposition completely 
shut. Christians are constant 
and fervent in their prayers, 
and labouring with united ef- 
forts for the salvation of souls. 
‘The work appeared gradually 
and happily advancing. In 
Shrewsbury, an adjacent town, 
the work has recently commen- 
ced; forty were reckoned a- 
mong the converts, and the 
work going on with power.— 
You will rejoice to hear that 
God is thus magnifying his 
grace, and building up the 
ci.urch. You cannot forget to pray 
that the work. may conunue,—not 
tihh at bas aced all in these se- 
veral placesy—but ull it has spread 
heough New-lLogland, and to the 
requotest corners ol the werld. 
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tt is a pleasing reflection fo the Christian, that while bold 
a daring Infidelity has heen endeavoring to persuade the world, 
tour divine and holy religion. is nothing more than a farce 
a fable. and that the cheering confidence which he feels. 
nded upon his living faith in the glorious promises ef Christ 
he gospel, is only the effect of misguiding delusion ; that it has 
n often checked in its mad career, and compelled to behold 
h wonder and astonishment. with what equanimity and calm 
posure. Yea, with what joy (arising from the pleasing antici- 
ions ef his animated hope, the heaven-born christian can 
e the most fearful of mortal apprehensions, the gloomy king 
Terrors 

he support and comfort which he receives. when about to pass 

«dark valley of the shadow of death,” from his firm and 
shaken reliance upon the sufficiency and promises ef his liv- 
head. are so correctty and so beautifully described in the fal- 
ring extract from an unpublished fragment, by a youthful 
end of mine. that I cannot forbear giving it to your patrons, 
ieving that the most of them will experience the same safis- 
tion in perusing it, as it has already afforded one of yous 


stant readers : 








*Tis thou blest Faith, that, in the awful hour 

When death exerts his unrelenting power, 

Can’st blunt the point of his resistless dart, 

Sooth the fierce pangs that rend the bursting heart, 

Raise the rapt soul above its earthly doom, 

And promise glory far beyond the tomb ; 

While the death-chill is coiling round the heart, 

What makes the Christian anxious to depart ? 

Why does he bid his weeping friends to cease ? 

With joy proclaim that all within is peace ? 

*Tis Faith conducts him to a world sublime, 

Far, far beyond this litde bourne of time; 

A world of pure delight, without alloy, 

One constant scene of happiness and joy, 

When love presides and flowers perénial spring 

When robed in white bright saints and angels sing, 

Charin’d with the view he gladly yields his breath, 

And bows his bosom to the shafts of death. 
CONSTANTICGS 
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“ Jam the Good Siehherd, ont know my Sacep. 
Great God! displav thy euardtian care, 
Our sorrow and our fears remov: ; 
And bid us to the fold repair, 
Constrained by everlasting love, 


In thee for safety we confide; 

Be thou our Shield and thon our Sun, 
Onor kind Protector, and our Guide. 

From midnight damps and burning noon. 


Thouch savare wolves our way infest, 
Aud »rowlng lions seek their prey ; 

Tli.y lambkins on thy boso™ rest, 
Secure from danger and dismay. 


© lead us to some rural dale, 

Some flow ’ry mead, or verdant plain ; 
On food ambrosial to regale, 

W er. peace and love for ever reign: 


Where gentle rills meander round, 
And breathes perfume the eglantine; 

W iicre fruitful trees of life «bound,— 
There let thy weary flock recline. 


Boughtwith thy blood, we all are thine ; 
Conduct us to thy happy rest; 

And. lest the feeble linibs decline, 
Kind Shepherd, bear them off thy breast.. 


QO lead us to thy fold above, 

The summit of our fond desires, 
To see thy face, and sing thy love, 

W hen nature dies and time expires. 





